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Staff photo illustration by Dan Reiland and Kristin Gay
Eau Claire city officials are negotiating with Minneapolis developer Michael Lander on a downtown renovation project that would re-
shape the North Barstow Redevelopment District. The artist’s rendering at bottom depicts proposed pharmacy and office buildings
that would be part of Lander’s project. The buildings at top, owned by Eau Claire developer John Mogensen, are at the intersection of

Caby, developer close to making downtown deal

By Julian Emerson
Leader-Telegram staff

The proposal to re-
shape the dilapidated North
Barstow Redevelopment
District has its roots in an un-
likely combination of geogra-
phy, failed building proposals
and a chance meeting.

Now, seven months after
Minneapolis developer
Michael Lander proposed a
redevelopment plan for the
district, he and city officials
appear close to an agreement
that would include combined

commercial and residential
space. Details of their dis-
cussions have not been made
public, but the Eau Claire
City Council could vote

on the deal as soon as this
month.

The project could set the
stage for a much-anticipated,
large-scale downtown up-
grade that officials have dis-
cussed for years but have
been unable to make happen.

“This project is what we
had always hoped for down-
town, and working with this

Schatz

developer seems like the way
to get there,” city Economic
Development Administrator
Mike Schatz said.

The plan that could trans-
form the North Barstow area

Lander

— and eventually the rest of
downtown — moved forward
almost by accident last June
when Eau Claire developer
Geoff Moeding took a trip to
Minneapolis to visit his son.

While there, Moeding
drove by the West River
Commons project, built by
Lander. Moeding, who had
worked unsuccessfully to get
a downtown housing project
off the ground here, immedi-
ately liked what he saw.

See PROJECT, Page 2A

Officials
criticize
Toyota’s
SUCCESS

By Ken Thomas
Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
From a high school audi-
torium near the birthplace
of Elvis, Toyota was greet-
ed like a hometown hero
this week when it an-
nounced its eighth vehicle
assembly plant in North
America.

Students cheered as the
automaker showed off a
Highlander sport utility
vehicle that will be built
starting in 2010 at the $1.3
billion plant near Tupelo,
Miss. Gov. Haley Barbour
called Toyota Motor Corp.
the “world’s premiere auto
manufacturer,” and Sen.
Trent Lott, the Senate’s
No. 2 Republican, prom-
ised “when you are in our
constituency, we are war-
riors on your behalf.”

Toyota’s choice of
Mississippi for a new
plant should give it more
clout on Capitol Hill. With
Michigan-based auto-
makers facing hardships,
a few more members of
Congress on its side helps
as Toyota takes on some
lawmakers who openly
question whether what'’s
good for Toyota and other
Japanese automakers is
good for America.

“They’re manipulat-
ing the yen, and it creates
big differences in what
they can sell their automo-
biles for,” said Sen. Debbie
Stabenow, D-Mich., who
represents thousands of
Detroit-based auto work-
ers. “Most of their vehi-
cles are still coming from
Japan.”

See TOYOTA, Page 7A

Stout poised to
‘forge that new
future,” mission

Regents will decide whether
to grve school polytechnic role

By Pamela Powers
Menomonie News Bureau

MENOMONIE — A philos-
ophy from the past fits into
the future of UW-Stout as
the university moves to be-
come Wisconsin’s polytech-
nic university.

James Huff Stout, UW-
Stout’s founder, said 115 years
ago:

“The best education equips
a young person for practical
life work, fits them to earn a
living and contribute to the
demands of society and gives
them the greatest usefulness
and encourages the highest
and best citizenship.”

Chancellor Charles
Sorensen said to meet the
challenges of an ever-chang-
ing workforce, the university
must evolve.

“After years of consider-
ation, we have decided that
becoming designated as
Wisconsin’s polytechnic uni-

We really see a
need for the univer-
sity to do something
to differentiate itself
from others.

— Senate Academic
Staff Chair Dennis Shaw

versity is the best way for us
to that new future for our-
selves,” Sorensen said. “We
just want to build off our
mission. Every school is try-
ing to find that niche.”

The issue goes before
the UW System’s Board of
Regents next week. Sorensen
will make a presentation
to a Regents committee on
Thursday, and the full board

Contributed photo

Applied science students at UW-Stout prepare for careers in biotechnology, materials science, nano-
technology or science education. Technology-based careers such as these are one reason the school
is hoping to be designated as the state’s polytechnic university.

tentatively is scheduled to
vote on the matter Friday.

No new money is being
requested from the UW
System.

UW-Stout’s name would
not change, although in
printed or promotional ma-
terials the name would be
followed by the phrases
“Wisconsin’s Polytechnic
University” and then
“Preparing students for a ca-
reer ... and life.”

Sorensen said the uni-
versity is a comprehen-

sive, career-focused school,
like other polytechnic
universities.

Students, faculty and staff
use applied learning, scien-
tific theory and research to
solve real-world problems,
grow the economy and serve
society.

UW-Stout encourages
hands-on education and uses
technology as a teaching
tool. The university also sup-
ports close relationships with
business, industry and tech-
nical colleges to create seam-

less credit transfers.

Board of Regents vice pres-
ident Mark Bradley said he
favors the designation.

UW-Stout was designated
by the Board of Regents as
one of two special-
mission universities in the
UW System in 1971. The mis-
sion was — and still is — to
offer focused programs re-
lated to careers in industry,
technology, home econom-
ics, applied art and helping
professions.

See POLY, Page 7A
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